


Green Infrastructure

What does good look like?



Partnership approach

Knowledge Transfer Partnership 2015-2018

– How to deliver high quality places for people 
and wildlife?

– What are the barriers to delivering quality?



Where we started – first steps in 
Gloucestershire



Common cause with others

Community 

cohesion

Economic 

growth

Placemaking

Public

Health

• Quality of life

• Resilience

• Attraction and retention 

of businesses and talent

• Social justice

• Community building

• Community safety

• Health inequalities

• ‘Public health 

infrastructure’

• Gloucestershire Moves

• Vision 2050

• Shaping the City



Delivering our core mission

The Biodiversity Strategy for England, Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem 
Services published by the Government in August 2011.

Priority action 3.4 > how the approach of the planning system will 

guide development to the best location, encourage greener 

design, and enhance natural networks.

as well as our Strategic Plan 



Delivering Development 

Priorities

https://wildlifetrusts.mangoapps.com/ce/pulse/user/teams/group/uploaded_files?project_id=158381&folder=2685336


The UK’s first green 

infrastructure benchmark

23 standards

1. Core

2. Wellbeing

3. Water

4. Wildlife

Post-construction award

Accreditation: 

Achieved + Excellent



Planning Policy

Planning Application

Planning consent

Reserved Matters

Implementation

Management and Maintenance

Chesterton Farm, Cirencester



What can Building with Nature deliver?

• A tool for proactive, early engagement

• A framework of consistent, evidence-
based standards

• A mechanism to secure: net gain, health 
and wellbeing, natural water management 
and landscape connections

• New opportunities to deliver nature-rich 
development



What does the market say?

The need

Accelerate delivery of new homes, BUT the 

right kind of homes, in the right places

The tool

Flexible; plain English; robust but not overly 

onerous; nothing new required for a ‘good’ 

application; quality not quantity of green 

infrastructure



Who is the Benchmark for?

Public

Planners

Building 
with 

Nature

Developers

Triangulation is driven by Wildlife Trusts



How can you 
get involved?

• Do you have a scheme that 

could be eligible for 

Accreditation?

• Use Building with Nature to 

shape policy and raise 

aspirations in your sector-area



Find out more, stay in touch

web: 
buildingwithnature.org.uk

email: 

info@

buildingwithnature.org.uk

twitter:

@BuildWithNature

Feel free to pop in


